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| On Saturday, the Firſt Day of January 1763, 14 be Publiſhed, 
(To be continued Weekly, Price Six-PIN ) 
Printed in a curious Manner, on a Writing Paper, and embelliftied 
with great variety of Copper-Plates, all engraved by Gx I,j‚. 
NUMBER I. Of an elegant Work, intaled, 


SS 


Chriſtian' S Family Bible. 


CONTAINING 


| The our and NEW Teer ane 


AT L888 E. 
Together with the 


A P O:C R-Y P-H A. 


WIT H 


COMMENTS AND ANNOTATIONS, 


THEOLOGICAL, HisTogical, Critical, and Morat ; 
Compiled from 


The Talmudical and Rabbinical Writers among the Jews, te 
Ancient Fathers, and the beſt Modern Divines among the 
Chriſtians, and from the Author's own Obſervations : lies 0 
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All the ObjeQions of Tnfidels are obviated, the obſcure Paſſages ecluci- 

dated, and every bt 1 | 
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By the Reverend WILLIAM RIDER, A. B. 
Late of Jeſas College, Oxford, 
One of the Maſters of St. Paul's School, and Chaplain t to the wor- 
ſhipful Company of Mercers. yk 
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The Book of the Law ſhall not depart out of thy May but this- | 
ſhalt meditate therein Day and Night, that thou mayeſt obſerve to 
do according to all that is written therein: for then thou ſhalt make 


_ thy Way proſperous, and then thou ſhalt bave good ſutcels, 
Joss uu i. 8. 3 
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1. OND ON: Prited for the AUTHOR; | e 
And (by his Appointment) fold by | | 2 KA 4 


Meſſ. WII so and Fer, at the Angel, in Pater-noſter-Row z T. Mxnair at Cam. | I 
bridge; W. Jacxson at Oxford : and al} other, Bookſellers in e . _— 
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S. 
I. HIS Work is printed in Folio, on a fine Writing Paper, and executed by 
the following Artifls, viz. 


* 


II. The Copper-Plates are all engraved by GRIHq Nox; it would therefore be ſu- 
perfluous to ſay they will be finely executed, 


III. The Book is printed by AxcnrBALtD HamilTON, 


IV. The Text is printed on a beautiful new Type, equal, if not ſuperior to that of 
Baſkerville, caſt on purpoſe for this Work by Mr. Wit son, Profeſſor of Aſtronomy 
in the Univerfity of Glaſgow, in the following Size, 


[Bleſſed are they which do hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled, 
Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain 
mercy. Bleſled are the pure in heart.] 


#nd the Annotations in the following Size, 


[Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God.] 


V, The whole will be compriſed in One Hundred Numbers : It will therefore be the 
cheapeſt and moſt elegant BIBLE, with Notes, that ever appeared. The Fuſt 
Number will be publiſhed the Furſt Day of January 1/63. 
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LL Scripture is given by inſviration of God, and is prefiiable for doc- 

trine, for reproef, for cerrection, for inflruftion in rightcouſneſs, that 
the man of G may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good 
evorks, This was the character which an inſpired Apoſtle has given us 
of the Sacred Oracles; and, ſome centuries before him, the Royal 
Pſalmiſt aſſerted, that the law of the Lord is perſeds, converting the 
foul ; the teflimany of the Lord is pure, converting the /ample ; the flatutes 
. of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is 
pure, enlightening the eyes; the judgments of the Lord are true, and righte- 
ous altigether ; more to be defired are they than gold, yea than much fine 
gald ; ſweeter alſo than honey, and the honeycomb. As they treat of the 
moſt important ſubjects, ſubjects that concern the whidle period of our 
exiſtence, and are able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, the lofty 
terms, in which they are recommended by the Pſalmiſt, ſhould rather 


inſpire us with gratitude, than occaſion aſtoniſhment. The noble ac- 


quifitions David had made in the knowledge of God, he aſcribes ſolely 
to this ſource; and the ſublime ideas, which breathe throughout his 
compoſitions, were, if we believe him, owing. entirely to his medita. 
tions on ſacred ſubjects. 1 hawe more underſtanding, ſays he, than all 
my teachers, becauſe thy teſtimonies are my meditation. Yet as the original 
Scriptures, written in a language long diſuſed, allude to cuſtoms which 
are obſolete, and contain proverbial expreſſions which are buried in 
the wreck of time, the ſtudy of them mult be attended with difficulties 
to us, which were unknown to the ancient Jews; though, even in the 
Piaimift's day, we find that he acknowledged they contained 5i4den 
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BYL 


To te PUBL IC. 1 
treaſures, not diſcoverable without the divine aſſiſtance; and there fore 
breathes out the following gjaculations, Open thou mine eyes, that I may 
behold wonderous things“ out of thy law, | wh 

The imperfect medium of a tranſlation muſt undoubtedly increaſe - 
the glooms which reſt upon the Sacred Text; though, as the ingenious 
Selden aſſerts, the Engliſh tranſlation was compoſed with the greateſt, 
care, and every precaution made uſe of to prevent groſs or fatal errors, 
Thoſe who have applied themſelves to the ſtudy of the oriental lan- 
guages have been able to detect ſome. of the miſtakes of their prede- 
ceſſors, and, by trimming their lamp, made it a better light unto our 
path. But yet it ſtil] ſhines like a glimmering light in a dark place, and 
calls for freſh. oil, in order to arrive at its proper ſplendor, The pre- 
judices of ſectaries have not a little increaſed the obſcurities of Scrip- 
ture, which they have, as the unſtable and unlearned in St. Peter's days, 
wwreſfted to their own opinions, but I hope not to their own deſirudtion : 
and the different ideas afixed to words, fince the time in which our 
tranſlation was made, ſerve at once to ſupport the prejudices of ſome, 
and to increaſe the embarraſſment of others. To make this plain by 
a ſingle inſtance ; the word charity, at the time when our tranſlation 
was made, comprehended every endearing tie by which the whole fa- 
mily of Cod is connected together, and was equivalent to the com- 
plex idea of univerſal love, philanthropy, or benevolence : but, at 
preſent, the word charity being reſtrained purely to the idea of almſgi- 
ying, the texts wherein it occurs have been uſed in that Tenſe to coune 
tenance ſeveral errors. | an «i 
From ſuch ſources have ariſen moſt of the objections of infidels to the 
Sacred Writings ; but when they are weighed iz the ballance of the _ 
January, they will be found too light to paſs current among the wifey 
and too abſurd to meet with credit among the ingenuous. A ſmall 
knowledge of the Hebrew is enough. to obviate all their cavils, and the 
ſling of David will always be found ſufficient to cope with the Gohah 
of infidelity. The proper rendering of the Hebrew particles will of- 
tentimes let in new light to a paſſage which was obſcure, and diſcover 
a coherence in ſentences, which otherwiſe appear detached and in- 
congruous. A due attention to the different conjugations in the He- 
brew, and to the ſmall number of their tenſes, will be of infinite ſeryice 
to underſtand the Sacred Book, and at the ſame time prove the beſk 
anſwer to every objection which is built upon ſo ſandy a foundation . 
Where words occur more than once, their ſenſe may be aſcertained by 
collating the different paſſages; a method which the Apoſtle has given 
his ſanction to, when he exhorts us to compare ſpiritual. things with. 

e Spiritual: 
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MN p) Hidden wonders, 3 by 

＋ To illuſtrate and confirm this obſervation, 2 Kings i. 21. in our 
tranſlation, runs thus, „If I be a man of God, Jet fre come down from 
heaven and conſume thee and thy fifty.” Put it may be rendered ac, 
cording to the Hebrew WR np Fire i come down ;“ and the 
Septuagint tranſlate it ſo, Kr wy; © Firewill come down,” 
Had this rendering been adhered to by our tranſlators, in this and other 
paſſages, the character of Elijah would have been free from. cenſure; 
and ſeveral. places in the Pſalms, which now ſeem to be vindictive im- 


precations, would have plainly appeared to he, as-they really a ro- 
| phetical predictions. f 4 who 8 ; | OY F TIE 
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Spiritual: but when we meet with words which occur but once, the 
only light we can borrow mult be from cotemporary authors, who have 
written in the ſame language. It is indeed to the diſadvantage of the 
Hebrew ſtudent, that the Jews afford us no book cotemporary wit 
the Scriptures ; and therefore the ſenſe of ſome words muſt remai 
inexplicable, and the alluſions made to ſome cuſtoms muſt continue 
obſcure. The only remedy we have for this difficulty muſt be drawn 
from the Miſchna, the Gemara, and the writings of the moſt antient 
and moſt celebrated Rabbis : by means of theſe helps we may revive 
ſome uſages which are buried in oblivion, and acquire the ideas © 
ſome phraſes, which would otherwiſe be unintelligible. What great 
utility accrues from this uſe of the rabbinical writers, 1s evident from 
the works of our beſt commentators; and the author hopes to convince 
his patrons, that there ſtill remain ffores which his predeceſſors have 
not touched, and treaſures which they have not exhauſted. The com- 
pletion of antient prophecies will be confirmed by claſſical hiſtorians, 
and the obſervation of modern travellers : the beautiful paſſages will 
be pointed out in ſuch a manner as to engage the notice of the unlearn- 
ed reader ; and the comments of the fathers, and the moſt celebrated 
divines of all nations, will be conſulted to illuftrate the dofrines of 
the goſpel, Befides theſe helps, the author will introduce ſeveral ob- 
ſervations, which are the fruits of his own ſtudy, and thereby follow 
the method recommended by our bleſſed Saviour for illuſtrating this 
Sacred Volume. Every ſcribe, ſays our Lord, which is inſtructed unte 
the kingdom of heaven, is like ante a man that is an houſholder, which 
bringeth forth cut of his treaſure things new and old. | 

But ag the deſign of this work is not only to attract enconragement 
by the labour of the compiler, but likewiſe to charm by the elegance 
of its execution ; the author begs leave to aſſure the public, he has ta- 
ken care that the type and paper ſhall be the beſt that can be provided; 
and believes he need not inſiſt on the goodneſs of the ſculptures, when 
it is known that Mr, Grignion is engaged to engrave them, 

Before the author concludes, he begs leave to avow that he has not 
undertaken this important work out of mere oſtentation of learning, but 
out of a true concern for the ſalvation of ſouls ; and ſhould rather have 
it ſaid of him, that he converted one finner from his wickedneſs, than 
that he made a thouſand, nay, a hundred thoufand ignorant perſons 
learned. For thus ſaith the Lord, Let not the wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let nat the rich man glory in 
bis riches ; but let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he underſtandeth 
and tnoweth me. 

Sr. Paul's School, WILLIAM RIDER. 

Nov. zo, 1762. 
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To che FU BLI OC. 


Having enocoed Myr. GRIGNION, by Articles, to execute ALL the 
Cipper-Plates for this Mort; I bereby aſſure the Public, no other Artiſt 
has the leaſt Concern in the Engravings; being deter mined that the Plates 
Hall be equal in Eligance to the Paper and Print, which I flatter my= 


{if will all deſerve the Approbation and Encouragement of - Fr 1 
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